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Abstract

Four vertically integrated comprehensive surveys, using questionnaires, were conducted before and after
lecture/practicum courses that focused on issues involving death and dealing with death. The purpose of the
surveys was to document changes in students' notions, which would in turn provide hints on education. The
first survey was conducted at the start of the lecture series on thanatology. The second was conducted at the
start of the series on palliative care, and the third was conducted at the end of that series. The fourth
survey was conducted at the end of the palliative care practicum. Forty-five university nursing students
were targeted from their second through third years. The survey period was from October, 2006 to March,

2008.

The surveys yielded the following results:

1. Many of the informants’ initial experiences with death were with their grandparents. As they
progressed through the lectures and practicum, the frequency with which they thought about their own
death gradually increased. As for the frequency with which they talked with each other about death, there
were no changes from the start of the thanatology lectures to the end of the palliative care series; however,
the frequency increased after the practicum.

2. No significant difference was seen among the four survey indexes for the informants’ view on death.
However, for “Index II” regarding their view on death, their worries over death gradually diminished; and
for “Index V” their awareness of their sense of purpose in living gradually increased. Those changes were
mainly attributed to the lectures and practicum.

3. There was a positive shift in the informants’ perception of death for all items in the four surveys. After
the practicum, there were significant differences in eight items. Those were mainly attributed to the
lectures and practicum, but the most significant changes after the practicum seem to have been influenced
mainly by what they experienced during the practicum.

4. As evidenced in items 1 through 3 above, the lectures and practicum produced good results. The
students however, have had little experience with death, and there is a need for better developed
educational activities that deal with death issues - taking into account the students’ adolescent

development.
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