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Conditions of psychologists in children’s homes
— A preliminary Internet-based study —

TABATA NAO

Abstract

Children’s homes have started to protect orphans and other children as a microcosm of society.
The backgrounds of children admitted to these homes have changed according to social changes. The
introduction of psychologists to children’s homes was started approximately 20 years ago in 1999 due
to increasing child abuse. This study examined the conditions of psychologists working in Japanese
children’s homes by using the Internet to collect information from children’s homes and third-party
evaluation agencies’ websites. The results indicated that 83% of facilities had psychologists, which
included facilities with one psychologist for a facility (73%) and two or more psychologists for one facility
(27%). The child-to-psychologist ratio in 192 facilities (39%) was 40~59 to 1, and 152 facilities (31%)
20~39 to 1, suggesting a heavy burden on psychologists. Moreover, the conditions of their assignments
were ill-suited to the increasing demands of psychologists. Furthermore, psychologists are expected to
continue working in children’s homes for extended periods; however, many psychologists are unable to

do so. It is suggested that support systems for psychologists should be improved.

Key word:children's home psychologists placement status preliminary investigation



