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Abstract

This paper aims at identifying the features of students’ observations when they take patient’s
temperature in psychiatric nursing practice. The third-year students of the Nursing Department did a role-
play under given situations and with scenarios. We collected from the students’ observation notes their
comments for respective genres, and examined and analyzed them. The results show that of 863 comments
collected from the above, 611 were about patients (28 comments per student, 67%), 3 about conditions
around beds (7%), and 249 about nurses (11 comments per student, 26%). In the area of observations of
patients, many students noted their psychiatric symptoms, sleep state and side effects, while few students
referred to patients’ psychiatric conditions, gestures and behaviors. In the communication area, which
is about nurses themselves, many students gave heed to patients’ inquiries but it became clear that few
students observed reception, repetition and silence on the side of the patient.

From the above, the two needs have become clear: 1) to devise lectures and practicums which help
improve students’ communication skill with patients, and 2) in psychiatric nursing, to help students

understand that the communication between patients and nurses can lead to a better care and nursing.




