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Abstract

This paper aims at analyzing students’ positive experience in Mental Health Nursing Practicum and
its backgrounds. 46 Nursing students of the third year participated in the survey. The survey used herein
is “The Survey of Positive Experience in Mental Health Nursing Practicum” developed by Kondo et al” .
The questions consist of 32 items, covering eight areas of overall practicum estimation, reactions of patients
in charge, students’ communication acts, nursing practice, clinical instructor’s approval and advice, teach-
er’s approval and advice, practicum group, and interest in Mental Health Nursing.

The survey result shows the positive evaluation of eight areas ranges from 4.85 to 5.72 and that the
highest is that of practicum group. The main related factors in the overall practicum positive evaluation
are the teacher’s listening, approval and accurate advice, the changes in patients’ reactions, ability to act as
usual, and realization of interest in Mental Health Nursing. The sense of accomplishment in Mental Health
Nursing Practicum is related to communication methods with patients, the understanding needed supports
in daily life as well as student’s own feeling of being able to act as usual and of their own growth. Commu-
nication establishment with patients, realization of self-growth, easiness of practicum and relation with in-

structors and teachers are found to contribute to the students’ motivation to do Mental Health Nursing.




