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USEFULNESS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING FOR HOME-VISIT-
SUPPORT PROVIDERS : CASE STUDY ON REASSESSING A CHILD WITH
DEVELOPMENTAL DISORDER

NAKA Saori

Truancy is a serious, long-term problem that requires home-visit-support provided by
multidisciplinary professionals. A psychological test was conducted to reassess a truant child
with developmental disorders during home-visit-support provided by a clinical psychologist with
the collaboration of a multidisciplinary team. The role of clinical psychologists in providing
home-visit-support was examined by focusing on the child’s assessment.

The client was a girl in the sixth grade of elementary school that had been diagnosed with
ASD and attention deficit hyperactivity disorders in early childhood. She had experienced
repeated hospitalization and discharge and had not been attending school for a long time.
After the discharge, home-visit-support was provided by a professional team, including a
clinical psychologist that reassessed the child using WISC-IV, and compared the results with
that during hospitalization.

The child’s “processing speed” was significantly low during hospitalization and after
discharge. The evaluation scores generally declined after discharge. Notably, “language
understanding” as well as “words” and “mathematics” declined considerably. Long-term leave
from school might have affected the above results, and crystallized intelligence consistent with
age was not acquired. On the other hand, the child had a high “similarities” score, which
requires abstract categorization, suggesting a high linguistic ability. The behavioral observation
indicated a motivated and proactive attitude after discharge, which was opposite to during
hospitalization. Based on the results, support policies and concrete support measures were
reexamined through inter-professional cooperating, and a cooperative support program was
developed.

There are some problems in conducting psychological tests during home-visits, such as
problems of validity and the testing environment. Nevertheless, this study was successful in

conducting a useful, practical assessment by responding to the client’s needs.

Key words :ovisit support, clinical psychologist, WISC-IV, children with developmental

disorders



