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Support for concerning children in nursery schools and how to approach their guardians :

Through a case example using a developmental test

Specified NPO
Aira Child Rearing/
Regional Support Information Center Michimich

Hifofumi Nakazono

Summary

This research is an initiative at a nursery school using a developmental test regarding
support for “concerning children” whom the nursery staff find require support and how to
approach said children's guardians. Even though they recognize “concerning children” on a
daily basis at nursery schools who avoid eye contact, are difficult to communicate with, are
afraid of new situations, don't join groups, and fail to learn basic life habits, etc., there are
nursery staff who are troubled due to not being able to judge whether this is a matter of age-
appropriate developmental stages or whether such children require special support.
Furthermore, there are also many cases where a child requires developmental support but the
nursery staff is hesitant because they do not know how to explain to the guardians and are
unable to tell them. There are some guardians who express emotions such as anger or denial,
scowl, become curt, etc. when presented with the need for developmental disabilities or the
need for developmental support, which drives a wedge between the nursery staff and the
guardian, making the problem worse.

Under such circumstances the writer introduced a developmental test which could judge a
child's development objectively rather than it being subjectively judged by a nursery staff.
Although there were some staff who had never used a developmental test before and were
unsure how to perform and interpret it, etc., there were also staff who said that by looking at
the test results and the children's behavior in the nursery school they were able to think of
new developmental issues and ways to provide support for the children on a daily basis based
on said results. Regarding approaching guardians, we learned that by having the guardians
also take the developmental test they were able to understand and be receptive to their child's
developmental stage. I felt that there were benefits to taking the developmental test for the
staff, the children, and the guardians respectively. I looked back on the examples of nursery
staff using the developmental test for support for concerning children and approaching

guardians and examined the role played by developmental tests in the nursery schools.

KeyWords : Concerning children, developmental test, approaching guardians



