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An Attitude Survey of College Students on the
Criminal Trials (1) : Focus

Lay dJudge System for Sexual

on the Differences between Men and Women

MOCHIHARA Takako, HISADOME Ichiro, TANIGUCHI Tomohide,
SAKODA Ayumi, NAKAMURA Erina, HIROSE Sawa

In 2009, Japan incorporated lay judges into its judicial system for certain criminal trials.
Trials of sexual crimes utilize this system, despite the many problems associated with it such
as the privacy of the victims. Furthermore, during such trials, victims may experience
flashbacks and the physical symptoms of their trauma may reappear, and it is not
inconceivable that lay judges themselves may suffer secondary traumatic stress.

This study analyzes differences in men's and women's opinions towards the use of this lay
judge system in sexual crime trials, based on a questionnaire given to college students.
According to the questionnaire data, men, who are unlikely to become victims, tend to respond
positively to the system, while women, who are likely to be victims, are either “not sure” or
respond negatively.

Given that women often find themselves in a position where it is difficult to speak out in
the face of such crimes, the possibility of giving female victims the chance to choose between
accepting or rejecting the lay judge system should be considered.
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