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Situation of Mayor’s Participation in
Educational Policy of Prefectural High
Schools in Kagoshima Prefecture

KURIHARA Masataka

The aim of this research paper is to explore the meaning of mayors’ participation
in educational policy of prefectural high schools from the aspect of educational
governance. | analyzed three cases, Isa-city, Yusui-town, and Kimotsuki-town in
Kagoshima prefecture. Isa-city has two prefectural high schools. Yusui-town used
to have a prefectural high school. Kimotsuki-town has a prefectural high school
which plans to be closed in March, 2016 and a combined junior and high school.
Although prefecture and prefectural education board have the legal authority for
prefectural high schools, mayors lack the legal authority for it. However, consid-
ering the results of case studies, they suggest that mayors’ participation makes
it possible for stakeholders in the municipalities to participate in the process of
educational policy of prefectural high schools. On the same time, mayors’ partici-
pation leads to diversification of policymaking in educational policy of prefectural

high schools.



