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A Case Study of the Needs of Japanese Language Learners at
a Community Learning Center, within a University TISL Course

KATO Rie

This paper reports on Japanese language learners' needs observed during
the practice teaching of Japanese to non-native speakers at a community learning
center in 2014, in order to suggest how it can be programmed not only into a
University TSJL course, but also be expanded to support non-native speakers in a
local community.

In this study, the learners could speak Japanese fluently, but lacked Japanese
literacy skills, which they were concerned with improving. This case indicates
the necessity for a class which teaches writing skills according to the needs of
each leaner, since many Japanese language classes given by volunteers focus

mainly on oral activities.



