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The Results and Value of Childcare Support Activities for First Year
Students in Early Child Education Teacher Training at College: A Practical
Study on Enhancing Practical Skills for Childcare, Based
on the Theory of Legitimate Peripheral Participation

HIROSE Ken'ichiro

I have been requiringfirst year students of the Department of Child
Studies (KODOMOGAKZKA)to pursue activities to assist early child educators
in Satsumasendai City since 2009as an educational practice for enhancing
students’ practical skills for childcare. The students’ activities are mainly
peripheral work for the educators, such as, cleaning, greeting, watching
children, supporting children putting on and changing their clothes, helping
educational events, etc. The purpose of this article is to clarify the results
and value of making 1st year students pursuesuch activities for early child
educators based on the learning theory of LegitimatePeripheral Practice
proposed by Lave and Wenger, by analyzing the students’ reports. The
following points were clarified:

First, regardlessof the seemingly minor peripheral activities for early
child educators, students could observe the practical knowledge of the
educators. Second, the content of the students’ observations included
integrating their skills into the community of educators (e.g. how to behave
as an educator in kindergarten,etc.). Third, students were given opportunities
to gainthe practical skills they observed when they were allowed to play
with, or support the children. Forth, students could gain an attitude of
thinking and practicing what they should do to communicate with children
or educators through pursuing peripheral activities for childcare.

These results suggest that taking part in practical peripheralactivities
for childcare in kindergartens orchildcare centerswould be valuabletraining
for first year students studying to be early child educators. Furthermore,
students who participate in such activities acquire skills that will be very
useful in their next year when they go on their practicum.



