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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify what the nursing students actually learned during their practical
training at a facility where patients with dementia live together (hereafter group home).

Study participants are 40 junior students of the nursing department who gave consent for cooperating the
study from among those who completed practical training of geriatric nursing in 20XX. After the practical training
on geriatric nursing, we asked them to answer a written questionnaire. The answers were analyzed item by item,
while free comments were analyzed qualitatively and inductively.

Our analysis found that the learning acquired by the students during the training at the group home included
understanding on: 1) importance of individuality in caring so as to support each patient to live his/her own life, 2)
how to deal with patients with dementia, 3) dementia symptoms, and 4) cooperation with medical facilities.

Practical training at a group home that provides a family-like environment facilitates observing each patient’s
individuality through their everyday living. It was suggested that such training may prove to be an opportunity “to
understand the importance of individuality in caring so as to support each patient to live his/her own life.” It was
also suggested that even during the limited time of four days, dealing with a designated patient to lay out nursing
process as well as utilizing the Center Method to Support Persons with Dementia for laying out nursing process
help them acquire “understanding of the importance of individuality in caring so as to support each patient to live

his/her own life.”




