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Abstract

Social problems in contemporary Japan include widening social inequality and increasing number of
individuals experiencing poverty. Child poverty is an issue of particular urgency and is one of the factors
that prevents individuals from breaking out of a spiral of poverty. Existing research suggests that child
poverty may be more strongly influenced by parents being unable to foster a sense of educational aspiration
in their children than by economic poverty. This study analyzed effects on educational aspiration with a
focus on how poverty is actually experienced and felt by participants, based on responses to a questionnaire
survey administered to children in the fifth grade of elementary school and the second grade of junior
high school, including parents of these children. Results indicated that educational aspirations were not
significantly affected by income-based poverty (as defined by the Cabinet Office), whereas children who had
not received medical attention when they were unwell were found to have significantly reduced educational
aspirations. In addition, “feelings of self-affirmation” were found to be significantly correlated with
educational aspirations, and “trust in adults” was strongly related as a factor contributing to feelings of self-
affirmation among respondents who were experiencing poverty.

For children at elementary and junior high school, failing to receive medical attention when they
are unwell is an experience that directly impacts their educational aspirations. This propels the need for
effective measures to combat child poverty, which include providing a suitable environment in terms of
medical care and ensuring that information regarding available medical services is well-disseminated and
accessible. Furthermore, to improve the educational aspirations of children in poverty, it is important to
create spaces where such children can find support for the difficulties that they are experiencing and to

provide a social environment that makes it easy for them to seek support.




