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The remains of the day

by Kazuo Ishiguro
Pearson Education
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Kazuo Ishiguro recently won the Nobel Prize for
Literature to much acclaim especially in the coun-
try of his birth (He was born in Nagasaki in 1954)
and also in Britain where he has lived since the
age of 5. One of Ishiguro’s books that | have en-
joyed reading and re-reading is his 1989 ‘The Re-
mains of the Day’ which is set in a large English
country house. The story is told through from the

ing failed to express feelings he had for the former
housekeeper, Miss Kenton.

The setting of the novel is a very English one,
and is not dissimilar to the world of ‘Downton Ab-
bey’ which has become such a popular TV series
recently around the world. There are many great
themes in the book including duty, social con-
straints, loyalty, unfulfilled love, and the meaning
of human warmth. The writing style of Ishiguro is
immaculate and the book is rightly regarded as
one of the best post-war novels written in England.

I recommend this book for an understanding of
English class structure and traditional English
manners that can seem very restrictive at times.
The character of Stevens is very interesting de-
spite his obvious flaws. It is a story | enjoyed as a
young man, and now can relate to even more as |
grow older!
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first person point of view. The narrator is a butler, SEFExXtER FURJa— - AZTILX
called Stevens, who looks back on his life of ser-
vice to an English Lord, and hints at regret for hav-
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