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Abstract

In the early 1970’s, the worldwide women's lib movement in Japan triggered a growing interest in sex-
uality, and in 1971, Kirkendall, founder of SEICUS, visited Japan for the first time and gave lectures in 11
locations throughout the country. Kirkendall called for the introduction of the concept of sexuality as a new
era of sex education and expressed his hope for the establishment of JASE. The school health community,
which had been reluctant to accept sexuality education in the past, turned to accept it in response to the
needs of the times, and actively introduced Kirkendall to the public. The activities to popularize and educate
the concept of sexuality are believed to have stimulated the later sex education enlightenment movement
in Japan. This paper examines the historical process and significance of the connection by questioning the
historical context of the transfer process of the American concept and how the emergence of a new theory
of sexuality education, which is mainly based on the concept of sexuality, contributed to the formation of a
proactive discourse of sex education in Japan later from the “purity education” promoted by the postwar gov-

ernment initiative.




